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A message from our Director 

 

Dear Ladies, 
As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, I have a different view in my mind than I 

have in past years.  You see, last December a group of us from our church had the 

experience of a life time by going to Israel for 10 days.   We were in Bethlehem 

and toured the area called “The Shepherd’s Field” where they believe could have 

been where Jesus was born and the area the shepherds could have been.  To 

imagine  the heavenly host appearing and praising God and saying “Glory to God 

in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests” while standing 

by the cave that could have been where Jesus was born and the shepherds came 



 

was a holy moment for me. 

 

Here’s a picture of what the “stable” could have looked like (a cave).   As well as a 

picture of the field the shepherd’s could have been in. 

 

 

 

 

As you hustle and bustle around doing all the things on your list, smile as you do 

them remembering the Christ Child that was born as a gift for us – the reason for 

the items on your list.  Let’s worship and praise Him!   

 

“O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!” 

Joy! 

Tanya Siebert 

 
 

 

Fall Ladies Retreat 

 

The fall Retreat at Big Sandy Camp and Retreat Center was a huge blessing to all 

the women in attendance! Our feature speaker, Carol McDonald was a treasure-

trove of Scripture gems and solid teaching! We all came away thoroughly reminded 

that we are Daughters of the Most High King of Kings! Our IW speaker was Penny 

Iverson, on home assignment from Taiwan, where she and her husband minister to 

working-class people who need Jesus. She too was a captivating speaker who 

kept us glued to her reports of sharing Jesus in a far-away land! 

The Silent Auction was a new feature this year (each church could donate one or 

two items for the Auction if they wished) – we raised over $1,800.00 for the 

National Project! Praise God! We also had lots of fun bidding each other up on 

certain “hot” items! Start saving now, so you don’t miss next year's Retreat! 



  

 

  

 
 

 

Mobilize: Tell Your Story - 2014/2015 Workshops 



 

Our Workshop: Tellyourstory.2014 

As many of you know, we are holding this amazing workshop around the 

District in various locations. THANK YOU to Megan Yoder and her awesome 

team in Watertown, SD for hosting our first Mobilize event on November 

1.  Our dynamic speaker, Esther Klassen, shared with 59 ladies and 

challenged us tell our own God stories.  Of course, we enjoyed great food 

and sweet fellowship. 

 

Here's what ladies are saying about the Workshop: 

"I almost did not go because I have been part of the AW executive committee 

at our church for many years and since I am not director now, I did not think it 

would be something I could use.  To my surprise, there was a very 

interesting, challenging, down to earth speaker that anyone could enjoy 

listening to. The district ladies did a good job in a short time explaining what 

they wanted us to know.  The lunch was good and seeing acquaintances and 

relatives from other churches was great." - Kathy 

 

"I loved the worship time and the speaker was super fun to listen to and learn 

from.  I felt challenged to be a better listener and learn from women that I 

might encounter - not to presume that I know where they are coming from - 

but to be ready to hear about their hurts and joys.  Thanks for putting forth the 

effort to do this for SD ladies and others in Southern MN." - Linda 

 



 

Ladies, we have 2 more workshops scheduled.  The next one is January 17 

in Apple Valley, MN at Hope Church of the C&MA.  Information has been sent 

to all the metro area churches.  On February 28 we will be in Grand Rapids, 

MN hosted by New Song Alliance, Information to the churches in northern MN 

will be mailed in January.  Don’t miss out! You will leave feeling 

empowered!  You may also find more information on our facebook page and 

on our website at:www.ncdistrictwomen.org.  

 

  

 
 

 

Introducing Crystal Martin with Marketplace Ministries 

 

Meet Crystal Martin, the newest IW 

from our District. She has joined her 

parents, Dwight and Mary Kay in their 

work in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

Welcome, Crystal, we are thrilled you 

are serving the Lord, and that you 

come from our great District! 

 

Crystal writes "I have jumped into 

things at the office.  We have printed 

over 2,500 books, workbooks, and 

tracts for ministries around Chiang Mai 

and Bangkok since I arrived in 

October! Praise the Lord!  There is still 

much to learn about doing business 

here. One of the major hurdles is 

learning the Thai language. Please 

pray that God will make this a fruitful 

time of learning so I can quickly begin 

http://www.ncdistrictwomen.org/


 

to communicate beyond a basic level 

of conversation." 
 

 
 

 

JESUS Name Above All Names 

a 12 lesson Bible Study by Amy Irene Nehlsen 

 

Every year the GCW National Team provides a 12 lesson Bible Study.  This study 

contains 12 lessons that can be used for monthly women's meetings, Sunday 

School classes, Bible study groups, small group meetings, or personal study.  It 

focuses on the names that Jesus used in referring to Himself: 

• I Am               • Light                  • Vine                    • Truth        

• Shepherd       • Door                  • Resurrection      • Life 

• Bread             • Son of God       • Way                    • King of Kings 

  

You may view an Intro Video and Study Guide at our website: 

www.ncdistrictwomen.org/#!resources/c24jx 

 

Imagine what it must have been like for the disciples as they followed Jesus 

and heard His teaching. He told them that He was the Light of the world (John 

8:12) and soon after told them that they were the light of the world (Matthew 



 

5:14-16). 

 

Probably one of the most powerful Scriptures referring to Jesus as the Light is 

a prophecy written 700 years before Jesus was even born. The prophet 

Isaiah wrote, “Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were 

in distress … The people walking in darkness have seen a great light, on 

those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned” (Isaiah 

9:1-2). 

 

During December, most activities center around celebrations of Jesus’ birth. 

Some people are trying to survive the holiday season as they grieve the loss 

of precious loved ones. The true essence of the season is HOPE in the 

darkness. NO MORE GLOOM for those in distress. May Jesus shine into our 

darkness and dispel the darkness with His pure, healing light. 

  

Prayer suggestion 

Jesus, Light of the World, Thank you for coming to penetrate Your light into 

the darkness and hopelessness of this world. We praise You and ask that 

You shine that same light into our very souls; shed Your light on any 

unforgiveness or bitterness that is keeping us from the joy and peace that 

You desire to give us. We invite You to shine in and through us. Amen. 

 
 



 

 

Our Supply Room 

If you have never seen our fabulous Supply Room at the District Office, you 

need to take a “field trip” with your women and see all the items which have 

been donated! This ministry is a huge blessing! Linda Wiggins is in charge of 

keeping this room organized and it is immaculate! Here is an update from 

Linda: 

  

Since the beginning of the summer we have invited 10 of our International 

Workers and 4 of our Crown MK's to visit the Supply Room. Each person is 

so thankful for the items they receive. One of our Crown MKs even came 

back a few weeks ago to see if she could get an extra blanket for her bed. 

The dorms were getting cold! It's a joy to supply them with specific needs that 

arise. 

 

Some items we are low on include: 

-NEW queen and twin sized blankets 

-NEW queen and twin sized mattress pads 

-NEW children's patterned sheets, twin sized 

-NEW neutral colored towels 

-NEW Christmas decorations (there are some pretty ones out there right 

now!) 

  

Thank you for being part of this ministry to our International Workers! 



 
 

 

 

Our National Project “Tell Me A Story” 

Training our IWs to tell the story of Jesus to the many people who are oral 

learners, is our exciting project this year! How are you raising excitement 

amidst your ladies?  So far $3,295 has been sent in for the National Project 

this year, this includes $1885 raised through the retreat silent auction. Thank 

you, ladies!  (Last year, our District raised $14,780 for the “Let’s Have Coffee” 

National Project.) 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 
 

Your North Central District Women's Ministry Team, 

     Tanya Siebert - Director 

     Brenda Andrews - Assistant Director 

     Diana Overbeeke - Administrative Coordinator & Treasurer 

     Colleen Bremner - Coaching Coordinator 

     Cheryl Owczarek - Media Coordinator 

     Sandi Stoldt - Newsletter and Prayer & Praise Coordinator 

     Linda Wiggins - Exofficio, TCK Coordinator, Supply Room Coordinator 

 



  

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

  

 


