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Inter-Generational Discipleship & Mentoring 
 

A couple years ago I went to see a theater production in the Twin Cities called 
"Church Basement Ladies". Have you seen this play? It is a funny theatrical play 
about the lives of a few inter-generational church ladies that worked together in the 
basement kitchen at their church. They served together, mentored one another, and 
shared their lives and hearts through the ups and downs of life. 

You may still see the above scenario played out in some churches today, but there 
are others that are lacking this inter-generational mentorship. I believe that this type 
of mentorship is essential to the future of your local church. When you make it a 
priority to reach across the aisle to a mature teen girl, build a relationship with her 
and invest in her life, she will be much more apt to continue attending church after 
she graduates from high school. If you likewise reach out to a more mature woman 
and give her the opportunity to share her life experiences with you, then you are 
showing her that she still has value and something to give. 

To build inter-generational mentorships, I think you first have to stop generational 
stereotyping. Not all mature women are behind the times and boring; and not all 
young women are self-serving and uninterested in the church. It's important to keep 
in mind what the different generations offer and to show respect for what each 
person knows and has experienced. 
  
 
These inter-generational relationships can be helped along and facilitated by getting 
women together, face to face and by building relationships that allow them to get to 
know each other. This is often the starting point for women's ministry. It may be a 
bible study, prayer group or a social event. It's important to find the shared goal and 
common values that will bring the different generations together.  

I would suggest that if your women's leadership only consists of very mature or only 
young women, that you would make it a priority to invite and incorporate women from 
the different generations. A well rounded women's ministry leadership team that 



encompasses women of different ages will not only allow all the generations to feel 
welcomed at church events but it will also build a much stronger and vital women's 
ministry.  

What does the bible have to say about inter-generational mentorship? In Titus 2:3-4, 
it says "Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be 
slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can urge 
the younger women to love their husbands and children." But it also reminds us in 1 
Timothy 4:12 "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity." 
Whether you are a young woman, a more mature woman, or like me, somewhere in 
between, let's be looking for the opportunities to encourage inter-generational 
relationships with the women in our churches. I treasure the women in my life both 
young and old that have offered me their friendship and astounding Godly wisdom. 
 
Liza Hipolito 
AWM Director of the North Central District 

Book Review - "Forgotten God" 
 

The District Team has been reading "Forgotten God" by Francis Chan. His book 
examines and hopes to reverse our tragic neglect of the Holy Spirit. In light of the 
Spiritual emphasis for 2013 Alliance Women being The Holy Spirit, it seemed fitting 
to read this book together and discuss it's affect on our lives. I highly recommend the 
book to you. It's an easy read and mostly familiar material but yet very compelling 
and often convicting. Francis Chan begins by saying that he is tired of merely talking 
about the Holy Spirit; it's time to let Him work in our lives, move through our churches 
and through the worldwide body of Christ. 
  
The book calls us to examine our own hearts and lives and see if we are content to 
explain everything away without the presence of the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us. 
The tricky thing is that if we say we want more of God in us, are we really ready to go 
where He wants us to go and do what He wants us to do? The truth of the matter is 
that many times, I'm scared of what He will call me to do if I actually surrender it ALL. 
Francis Chan encourages us to release the grip of control on our lives and decide to 
be led-come what may. 
  
"It is an astounding truth that the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives 
in you. He lives in me." I'm tired of living in a way that looks like everybody around 
me who doesn't have the Spirit of the living God in them. I'm ready to see what God 
has for me when I am consistently aware of His presence in my life and yielding to 
His plan and purpose for me. How about you? 
 
Lisa Wolfe 
AWM Assistant Director of the North Central District 



"God can take what Satan meant for shame and use it for His glory. Just when we 
think we've messed up so badly that our lives are nothing but heaps of ashes, God 
pours His living water over us and mixes the ashes into clay. He then takes this clay 
and molds it into a vessel of beauty. After He fills us with His overflowing love, He 
can use us to pour His love into the hurting lives of others."  
~ Lysa TerKeurst 

Outfit Fund 
 

A special thank you to those who sent in money for our depleted outfit fund! We 
cherish your gifts of money that allow us to help and bless the incoming and outgoing 
IW's of the North Central District. There is still a great need of funds for this ministry. 
If you have not already given to the outfit fund, or would like to give an extra gift, 
please send your donation to: 
Judy Alexander 
13930 Sunnyslope Drive 
Maple Grove, MN 55311 
Please put "outfit fund" in the memo of the check. 

New International Worker 
 

Kate Manske, a Crown College grad and part of our ParkSide Alliance Church in 
Waconia (and also the daughter of Dave & Sue Manske - NCD Office), is preparing 
to head out to Cambodia this summer, to work as a nurse with the Compassion & 
Mercy Associates (CAMA) team in Poipet.  She is currently completing her cross-
cultural training for this life-changing move, and is building a network of NCD 
churches who will partner with her financially and in prayer over the next three 
years.  Her goal is to raise commitments to give $23,000 annually to the CAMA 
Advance Fund (which is separate from the GCF).  Kate hopes to depart for 
Cambodia by the end of June.  If your church or women's group would like to join the 
support team for Kate, please contact Rev. Randy Burg from ParkSide Alliance 
Church.  To correspond directly with Kate, you may reach her 
at:  manskekr@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
AWM Fall Women's Retreat 
 

"NO FEAR" 
with speaker and author Pam Farrel from Love-Wise Ministries 
October 4-6 2013 
Big Sandy Camp 



It's Time to Update our Files! 
 
We need to update our files so that we can be sure that each of our churches 
women's ministries is receiving vital information and invitations to District AWM 
events. Please send name, church and contact information of your AWM 
/women's ministry leader and Pastor's wife to: 
Diana Overbeeke 
9001 Cambridge Ave 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 
or email her at diana.ateam@gmail.com 

District Prayer & Conference AWM Luncheon 
  
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 
12 noon 
Detroit Lakes, MN. 

To register please contact the District Office at 952-446-9318 

NCD - AWM team: 
 

Director: 
Liza Hipolito 
hipolitol@ncdcma.org 

Assistant Director: 
Lisa Wolfe 
wolfel@ncdcma.org 

Administrative Coordinator: 
Diana Overbeeke 
diana.ateam@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 
Judy Alexander 
alexander_judy@hotmail.com 

Member-at-Large / Coaching Coordinator: 
Colleen Bremner 
cbremner@embarqmail.com 

Ex-Officio / Supply Room and T CK Coordinator: 
Linda Wiggins 
dawigg@juno.com 
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